
“New ways to publish research and validations, benefits of the ASCLD/Elsevier partnership to your lab.”

In 2019 ASCLD entered into several agreements with Elsevier Corporation to establish three open access
journals as “preferred journals of ASCLD.”  The relationship between Elsevier and ASCLD opened a new
era of access to information in forensic science.  Scientists in forensic science laboratories have long
struggled to get access to information in paid subscription journals.  In some cases, scientists have
leveraged relationships with university libraries to get access to training articles, validation studies, and
reference articles. Most laboratories could not afford expensive journal memberships, so they had to
become very resourceful to get the information they needed. Members of the ASCLD Board recognized
the need for an “open access” model for forensic science publications, and sought out a publisher with
this common interest.  Over a period of a year, the ASCLD Board struggled to understand the new
publishing model, agree on the appropriate level of participation for the organization, and establish
memorandums of understanding with the publisher.  Ultimately, ASCLD designated Forensic Science
International-Synergy, Forensic Science International-Reports, and the Journal of Forensic Chemistry as
“preferred journals of ASCLD.”  Open access publishing works by the author paying a reasonable fee to
initially publish; the content is then free to the consumer in perpetuity.  Under the new models, ASCLD
members qualify for a publishing fee reduction or waiver.  Many members of the forensic science
community found it hard to find journals that were willing to publish their research, especially validation
studies.  Because open access journals publish exclusively online, there are no limitations on the amount
of information published. In the past, individuals would have to wait years for information publication,
if they could get it published at all. Forensic science practitioners now have at least three options to get
their work published in a timely, peer-reviewed, indexed, and reputable journal.  This changes the
paradigm for sharing information in forensic science.  Early indications show that labs are publishing
more information, the scrutiny of the publications by peer-reviewers is greater, and the visibility and use
of the journals is dramatically increasing.  Specifically for ASCLD purposes, more high-quality
management and leadership articles related to forensic science are available for reference. ASCLD
taking a leadership role on open-access publishing has not been without controversy in the community.
Lack of exposure to this new model among forensic practitioners causes some concerns to address.
Authors constantly express concern about initial publication fees, but ASCLD has worked to ease those
concerns and move forward to an environment where information is readily available for consumer
reference. ASCLD sees a strategic direction on this issue, and pursues it without wavering. While other
forensic journals are struggling to remain economically viable, open access publishing is flourishing.  The
presentation will discuss the fee structures, the benefits to ASCLD members listed in the MOUs, and the
nuanced differences between the three different journals.  Members will be encouraged to submit their
validations, laboratory research, talks from the symposium, and other important work to these journals.


